
Have  a  wonderful  Independence  Day!!    Have  a  wonderful  Independence  Day!!    

Whether you are enjoying the beautiful beaches or
trying your luck in a casino, Mississippi offers some
great travel experiences.  The state is known for its
stunning antebellum homes, historical sites, and gor-
geous landscape and with a new franchise opening in
Gulfport what a perfect excuse to treat yourself to a
vacation on the gulf coast!

Mississippi is home to the Gulf Islands National
Seashore.  Stretching 150 miles from Cat Island, MS to
the tip of Santa Rosa Island in Florida, this shore
includes shimmering blue waters,
sandy-white beaches, coastal
marshes, and dense forests for visi-
tors to experience.  A great way to
enjoy this beautiful beach is to
take a Ship Island Excursion.  Ship
Island Excursions provide wheel-
chair accessible ferry rides to some
of the last undeveloped barrier
islands off the coast of Gulfport.  Passengers will enjoy
Ship Island, the historic Fort Massachusetts, dolphins,
and all the natural beaty of the clean, gulf waters.  

If you are looking for more to do during your visit
to Mississippi than hitting the beaches, rent a van from
Wheelchair Getaways and plan a tour of antebellum
homes or take a scenic drive.  History buffs will find
Mississippi to be full of interesting and educational his-
torical sites.  Grass Lawn is a historic house that was
built in 1836.  Located on East Beach Blvd. in
Gulfport, the historic home has hand-hewn timbers,
wide galleries supported by two story columns, and is
furnished with period furniture.  It is a fascinating
example of antebellum architecture and is wheelchair
accessible!  For educational family fun, take the kids
to Lynn Meadows Discovery Center.  The Discovery 
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Center is Gulfport’s state-of-the-art children’s muse-
um.  Fun exhibits include the Super Colossal Climbing
Sculpture, Celebrate the World We Share, and the
History Attic, which allows children to learn about
Mississippi City in the 1890’s.  

After experiencing all that Gulfport has to offer
during the day, visitors can experience Gulfport’s
nightlife in one of the city’s many casinos.  The Grand
Casino is open 24 hours a day and boasts 2,200 reel
and video slot machines, 70 table games, and designat-
ed non smoking gaming areas.  The casino is wheel-
chair accessible and is also host to many events.
Upcoming events in July include musical performances
by country singer Lee Ann Womack on July 17 and
David Lee Roth on July 19, as well as a comedic per-
formance by Gallagher on July 26.  Another wheelchair

accessible casino is the Copa
Casino.  Located on a docked ocean
liner the Copa Casino is 27,000
sqare feet and includes 825 slot
machines and e-games, 42 table
games,video games, senior specials,
and 2 restaurants, one of which is
open 24 hours a day.     

For hotel accommodations log
on to the Access-Able Travel Source’s website:
www.access-able.com.  Mississippi offers many wheel-
chair accessible hotels.  Many of the hotels offer free
shuttle service to and from the nearby casinos.  For
example, Ramada Limited Ocean Front in Gulfport
offers non-smoking and wheelchair accessible rooms,
as well as shuttle service to the casinos.

For more information about Mississippi or any of
the attractions mentioned in this article, try the fol-
lowing websites:

www.Mississippi.gov 
www.visitmississippi.org
www.yazoo.org
www.gulfcoast.org
To rent an accessible van from Wheelchair

Getaways for your Mississippi trip call (877) 416-0175.
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Parking for Handicapped Requires
Extra Space
by Shirley Williams
article featured in Knoxville Sunday News
Sentinel

More than ever before, people with disabili-
ties shop, work, volunteer, exercise, attend
church and try to make life better for themselves
and others.  With the Americans with Disabilities
Act and vehicles with mobility equipment,
America is becoming accessible.  Finding accessi-
ble handicap parking spaces is
challenging because so many use
them.  Gaining more understand-
ing on disability needs helps us
make wise, considerate decisions
on parking lots and in other situa-
tions for a better future. 

"Van accessible" handicap
spaces have on each side large
aisle spaces blocked off (usually
with white paint) to provide vans
equipped with side lifts or ramps
accessibility.  Unloading of lift
equipment requires extra space
and the van-accessible spaces
provide that.  That is the reason "van accessible"
signs are posted.  

Anyone driving a van that has a handicap per-
mit but does not have lift or ramp equipment
should use a regular handicap space.  A regular
handicap parking space does not have the larger
blocked-off aisle space.  A walking person doesn't
need blocked-off aisle space, but people with
wheelchairs, mobility chairs and lift equipment
do.  "Van accessible" signs should say "lift/ramp
equipped vans only."  When the van-accessible
parking spaces are taken, the choice is a wait of
15 minutes or longer or using two regular parking
spaces side by side.  Finding two regular parking
spaces side by side usually requires going to the
back of parking lot to park and rolling back to
the front of lot in a mobility chair, putting the
mobility chair user in danger due to other vehicle
traffic.

The white blocked-off spaces beside handicap
parking spaces should not be parked on to create
a personal parking space.  As stated earlier, these
are blocked off for loading and unloading mobili-
ty equipment and provide the required space
needed for wheelchairs and mobility chairs to
move.  I have seen law-enforcement vehicles,
motorcycles, trucks and cars on these white
blocked-off aisle spaces, blocking the lift-ramp
equipment space and blocking the person whose
mobility depends on the lift, ramp or wheelchair
equipment.  

Another issue is nondisabled people who have
a parent, child or spouse with a handicap parking
permit.  Permits are to be used when the person
with the disability leaves the vehicle to go into a
business or building.   The nondisabled should not
use a permit to park in a handicap parking space
if leaving the disabled parent, child or spouse in
the vehicle.  Sitting in the vehicle doesn't require
handicap parking.  

Another problem that is created for those who
have disabilities is the parking of a vehicle on tip
of or in front of the cut-out ramp area in side-

walks.  The cut-out in the sidewalk
provides access for the wheelchair or
mobility chair user to the sidewalk
leading to business door, etc.  I have
witnessed trucks, cars, and law
enforcement vehicles blocking these
due to the way they parked.  Please
be aware and prevent blocking
access.

The blue handicap parking per-
mits being used now should be void-
ed and replaced with handicap per-
mits that are a different color.  This
would help eliminate old permits

being used after expiration date and eliminate
permits of deceased kept and used by others.  A
fresh beginning is needed.  

The medical profession should recommend
temporary permits instead of permanent ones.
Handicap parking permits have been issued in
great amounts.  Look around - the East Tennessee
area is well blessed with these permits.  It's time
to make a change.

Speaking of change, to those with the handi-
cap permits hanging on their rearview mirrors:
Please take the permit placard off while driving.
The placard plainly states not to drive with these
in your window.  They can block your view.  These
are not awards to be proud of.  They are hanging
from rearview mirrors like jewelry.  They should
not be on display except when needed to park. 

Having a physical challenge requires patience
and determination mixed with kindness.  I try to
display these to all and feel blessed most show
kindness in return.  However, parking situations
challenge hearts.

In all things, learning and trying makes a dif-
ference.  We all are still learning together how to
live life the best way we can.  Whether you have
a disability or not, please do unto others as you
would want them to do unto you.  I will do that
for you, too.

Shirley Williams is a Knoxville resident active
in the community, church, and volunteering.  She
speaks on safe driving at local high schools.  


